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Federal Investment to Enhance Clean Energy Market Opportunities  
for Western Canadian Businesses 

 
Calgary, Alberta – Western Canada’s small- and medium-sized clean energy 
firms are well positioned to take advantage of domestic and international market 
opportunities at the upcoming Global Clean Energy Congress thanks to an 
investment from the Government of Canada. This investment further 
demonstrates the Government’s commitment to creating jobs and strong 
economic growth.  
 
Lee Richardson, Member of Parliament for Calgary Centre, on behalf of the 
Honourable Lynne Yelich, Minister of State for Western Economic Diversification, 
today announced an investment of $150,000 towards WADE Canada to 
implement the Clean Energy Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SME) 
Capacity Building Program.  
 
“The Government of Canada is ensuring Western Canadian technology 
companies have the tools and resources they need to succeed in the global 
energy marketplace,” said MP Richardson. “This initiative will enable small 
businesses and innovators to seize trade and investment opportunities that will 
contribute to Canada’s economic success while creating jobs.”  
 
The Clean Energy SME Capacity Building Program is providing 150 companies 
from across the West with access to resources such as workshops, training and 
business advisory services geared towards increasing their capacity to attract 
trade and investment opportunities. Up to 50 of these companies will also be 
selected to showcase and demonstrate their technologies to potential investors 
and partners at the Global Clean Energy Congress.     
 
"Commercializing clean energy technology and building the business capacity of 
small- and medium-sized firms is key to advancing clean and decentralized 
energy as part of our energy mix,” said Jan Buijk, Chairman of WADE Canada 
and CEO of EPS Energy. “The investment from Western Economic 
Diversification Canada will help to further support these outcomes.”  
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The small- and medium-sized businesses selected to participate in the Global 
Clean Energy Congress are expected to benefit from networking opportunities 
with key players in the clean energy sector, as well as increased promotion to 
export markets and access to strategic partnerships and product clients. 
 
WADE Canada (World Alliance for Decentralized Energy) is a registered, 
national, non-profit industry association that supports growth and development of 
the decentralized energy industry. The Global Clean Energy Congress, which is 
co-organized by WADE Canada, is a forum to educate, inform, and connect 
multiple industries to provide solutions in clean technologies. The Congress 
takes place from November 1-3, 2011, in Calgary, Alberta. 
 
Western Economic Diversification Canada works with the provinces, industry 
associations and communities to promote the development and diversification of 
the western economy, coordinates federal economic activities in the West and 
advances the interests of western Canadians in national decision making. 
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For additional information, contact:  
 
Donna Kinley 
Manager, Consultations, Marketing & Communications 
Western Economic Diversification Canada 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Tel:  780- 495-6892 
Cell:  780-991-7432 
 
Clare McWilliams 
Director, Communications  
WADE Canada | World Alliance for Decentralized Energy 
Tel:   438-380-7594   
 
 
WD Toll-Free Number: 1 888 338-WEST (9378)  
Teletypewriter (TTY): 1 877 303-3388 
Website: WD is online at www.wd-deo.gc.ca. 
Subscribe to news releases and keep up-to-date on the latest from WD. 
 
 

A stronger West. A stronger Canada 
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