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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

WADE Canada and CONRAD Affiliate Agreement: 

Cleaner Oil Sands Production through Decentralized Energy  
 

Calgary, Alberta (August 4, 2011). Today, the Canadian chapter of the World Alliance for 

Decentralized Energy (WADE Canada) is pleased to announce that the Canadian Oilsands 

Network for Research and Development (CONRAD) has become an Affiliate Member. 

 

A memorandum of understanding was signed in June, to encourage cooperative programs in 

the field of cleaner hydrocarbon technology.  

 

“A shared vision is key to Canada’s long-term future as an energy powerhouse,” says Jan Buijk, 

Chair of WADE Canada. “Increased efficiency of our national energy production and 

consumption activities is paramount. WADE Canada will work with CONRAD in pursuing its 

mandate to further oil sands R&D to ensure an economically and environmentally sustainable 

future for the industry.”  

 

Decentralized energy (DE) is defined as heating, cooling and electrical power that is produced, 

managed and stored where it is consumed. It has many advantages over the standard 

centralized model we have become accustomed to in North America.  The most attractive 

industrial DE technologies include combined heat and power, cogeneration and waste heat 

recovery.  

 

Benefits of DE in the oil sands include improved efficiency, reliability, energy security and 

reduced environmental impacts. 

 

“WADE Canada and CONRAD will exchange information related to cleaner hydrocarbons and 

DE technology to optimize net energy output from our resources, lengthen resource supplies, 

and reduce emissions,” says Joy Romero, Board Chair of CONRAD. “Improvement of technology 

methods and practices that result in cleaner hydrocarbons is beneficial for business, the 

community, and Canada’s national energy strategy.” 

  

The agreement between WADE Canada and CONRAD outlines four main areas of mutual 

interest and potential future cooperation: sharing the latest research and results for DE 

applications in the oil sands, increasing DE capacity in oil sands operations, developing DE 

training in the oil sands industry, and strengthening practical and academic programs offered at 

colleges and universities.  

 

ABOUT CONRAD 

 

CONRAD is a network of oil sands operating companies, service, supply and technology 

companies, universities, and government agencies organized to foster and facilitate 

collaborative research, development, and demonstration of new and improved environmental 

and economic technologies for Alberta’s oil sands. CONRAD is a non-profit private corporation. 

For more information on CONRAD, please visit www.conrad.ab.ca.  

 

http://www.conrad.ab.ca/
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ABOUT WADE CANADA 

 

Created by industry for industry, WADE Canada is the country’s leading capacity builder for 

clean and decentralized energy (DE) integration for our energy supply mix. WADE Canada is a 

registered, national, non-profit industry association which supports growth and development of 

the DE industry. Our vision is a sustainable energy future where affordable, efficient, reliable and 

clean DE technologies are deployed in community driven markets and enabled by progressive 

policies and legislation. For more information on WADE Canada, please visit 

www.wadecanada.ca. 

 

WADE Canada is co-organiser of the Global Clean Energy Congress being held in Calgary, 

Alberta, November 1-3, 2011. For more information about this event, please visit 

www.globalcleanenergycongress.com 
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For more information regarding this announcement, please contact: 

 

Clare McWilliams 

Director, Communications  

WADE Canada 

(514) 318 1528 

cmcwilliams@wadecanada.ca 

 

or  

 

Carolyn Preston 

Executive Director/CEO 

Canadian Oilsands Network for Research and Development (CONRAD) 

(403) 210-5221 

preston@conrad.ab.ca 
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