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A great new year

higher energy prices and a stronger
envir onmental push will help DE markets

sectordevelopnerts in 2006. A yearagq this edtorial mad

the sonewhatsak prediction that ‘climae charge,asa glob-
al driveroferergysecor policy, will gahergreaérmometumin
2005." It certainly did that The list of sympbns becarre longer
by the monh (meting ice packs,warner seasmorefrequent
huricares) and that tenpemature chart contnues relentlessly
upwads. A rapdly gowngnumberofcowntriesnowhavegre e A
hou gasrediction asa certral featre of their enegy poicy.
Notal, certainly thowghl'm told thattheonly renaining climae
sceptics n WashngbnaretheUSPregdert andVice - Pesdent.

Thiswasall in partreflecedin the Montealclimat negdi-
ationsin Decenber2005, coveredn thisissue ly my cdeage,
Jef Bel. Theyhadamoe pstiveoutone hanmary exgced
Look now to anoher strong ard postive devebpnent in

2005. If I turn agpin to lastyears edtorial, it highight the first
emegenceat the Decembe004 UN climak negagtions of a
realzation ore that is cae to WADES philosojny, thatit is pos-
sble © acleve shdartial emssprs redicionatthesameime
asreducing coss and improving comftiveress Decertralized
energyweknow is ore sich meas. Yet, theedtorial wert on

I t's the beghning of the yea ard a timeto articipate enegy

‘Strangelyhisis an isueonwhchthe ervironmenal groups
are slent. Thee NGGs do magnificert wok at the [climate
negpiationd buttheyare nisinga strorg negtiating trickby
imgicitly accefing that redwcing enissonsisa cofly busines.’

This alsobeganto changein 2005, ledto a greatdegeeby the
most radcal group of them all, Greerpeace.This and other
gougs, which havegreatpoitical influence in mary couwntries,
havetraditionaly sniffed atDE ard CHPbecause dheir use of
fosd fuel. A fewyearsago WWF (World Wildlife Fund) began
to #ehowshot-sighted his wasbut nowGreengace hatwken
the lead in seeng the probdems with conventional power
gereraton ard the beneits that canaacrue fromonsdte, high-
eficiency DE. Thefollowing is takenfroma Jaruary 2006 news
repotofaninterviewwith the Direcor of the aganizatioaUK
ofiice,whois leadihg a canpaignagaist nuclea power

‘But [Ge@peae]insids that improved enegy dficieny —in
both usage arigeneration [thatsou highlight] — and moe
invesmert in rerewdleslike wind and wavescan remoeg the
neel for any nuclea poweretalonenav pants.Figuresirom
G eenpacedowthat forevey 100unitsofereigy fedinto the
powe systm, 61.5arelog through heatwasage, 3.5 ae bst
in trangmission and 13 are wased throudh ineficiert end
usage: “What we do not need is hillions of pownds beng
poud into new nuclea plants which means coninuing
with an outdated centalized eledticity gererdion and
digribuiongyseni.’

Thatcoud have beenwiittenby WADE!

Another trarsformng developmentin 2005 wasthe leapin
enegy prices,increasig shaply from 2004 levek which had
jumped themseles. Thele are sigrs that it is theseincesant
increass that are acting as a stonge driver for energy
eficiencyand DE thanthe climae proes: lets faceit, it's a
stiager political isswe. The irony is that it is al® driving
non-expépolicymalersheadbrg towadshighercostsoltiors,
includngnuclearpower

So,forthisyea’s set of (prety safe)erergypredictions:

I It will be agoodyearfor nuclearpower(lets getthe bad
newsou oftheway)

I Climag chargewill gowmuchfurtherasa polcydriver.
Thas goodor DE, anongotherthings.

I It will be agreatyearfor many globalDE markets. WADES
2005 Suveyofthewotd maket showeda sigrificart
increasan marletshae in 2004 conpatedwith certral
gereraton;all the sigrs fromthe maket, andou Memtlers
is that 2005 hasfollowedsuit, andthat2006 will dosotoo.
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